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The Great Solvent : 


In the world of chemistry there is no universal 
solvent. The agent which dissolves one sub- 
stance may harden the other. Heat will melt 
one kind of matter while it bakes others. Cold 
may liquefy certain materials while at the same 
time it solidifies water. 


In the realm of the spirit an entirely different 
situation obtains. Love is the universal solvent. 
Strange to say, those who should exemplify this 
transforming fruit of the Holy Spirit, often seem 
to exhibit it the least. 


God is love. The first fruit of the Holy Spirit 
mentioned in that glorious catalogue of Chris- 
tian virtues in Galatians is love. In the New 
Testament we are again and again told to love 
one another. 


It is said that the pagans of the first Christian 
century often remarked of Christians: ‘‘Behold, 
how they love one another’’!! 


=. What has happened? Love is not the most 
prominent characteristic of many Christians to- 
day. In homes, local congregations, Presbyteries 
and in the Church at large a suspicious or guard- 
ed neutrality often seems to have replaced love. 
In our contacts with the world it may even be 
worse. 


Could not one reason be that too few of us 
practice love? Love is a grace to be developed. 
True, Christ living in our hearts means that 
His love is there. But, it is possible to stifle 
that love and to superimpose upon it the char- 
acteristics of the flesh, from which we are never 
separated, with the result that lovelessness and 
even hate rise to the surface. 


In pleading for Christian love we should all 
recognize that such love does not involve a com- 
promise of Christian truth. At the same time, 
it is possible to have strong convictions on what 
we earnestly feel to be the content of the Chris- 
tian faith and message while at the same time 
we love those who disagree with us. In fact 
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our love should go out to men who we feel are 
even anti-Christian in their concepts. 


Christian love is not maudlin sentimentality. 
Nor is it what has been characterized as 
“Satanic sweetness.” Love is a positive attitude, 
an appreciation of and respect for others which 
rises above differences of both personality and 
outlook. 


In a very real sense love is a God-given sol- 
vent, an evidence of divine grace which in every 
way enhances the witness which Christians 
should bear for their Lord. 


This is evidenced in the restraining and sooth- 
ing influence it can have when sharp differences 
of judgment or opinion arise. In no way does 
it require the surrendering of convictions on 
which we feel every importance should be at- 
tached. But, it means holding those convictions ~ 
in a way which actually magnifies our viewpoint 
so that it may command the respect and con- 
sideration of those who most heartily disagree 
with us. 


At this juncture in world history, when the 
whole world needs the redeeming power of the 
Gospel of Jesus Christ and when the Christian 
testimony is so often marred by bickering and 
discord it is incumbent on Christians, even im- 
perative for them, that they exercise towards 
each other that “faith which worketh by love.” 


To do this, must we relinquish our convic- 
tions? God forbid. But, our convictions will 
be much more palatable to others if they see 
in us that loving consideration which rises above 
differences. 


Finally, love can resolve those problems which 
actually have nothing to do with convictions 
but which stem from personality differences. 
This is true because love does not behave itself 
in an unseemly manner, is unselfish, does not 
flare up and is not suspicious of the motives 
of others. 


Why do we write this, and why are we so 
emphatic? Because we have been the recipient 
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of love which we did not deserve and we have 
also experienced the joy of looking over and 
above the failures of others, as they appear to 
us, and loving them despite it all. 


Faith and hope are wonderful fruits of the 
Gospel of Jesus Christ and every Christian 
should exhibit them. But even more compelling 
is that great universal solvent of the Holy Spirit, 
the love of God, which is shed abroad in and 
from our hearts. 


There is no greater witness for the living 
Christ than His love manifested in His own. 
—L.N.B. 


Intolerance 


Elsewhere in this issue we have an editorial 
on the absolute necessity of Christian love in 
the witness of the individual and the Church. 


Here we would stress the fact that a com- 
pletely instructed and dedicated Christian will 
at the same time be an intolerant one, intol- 
erant as Jesus and Paul and Peter were. ‘The 
love which makes such intolerance a necessity 
is a love for God and His Christ which will not 
brook any reflection on either His Person or 
His Work. 


Elton Trueblood (not usually identified with 
outspoken evangelicals), has a chapter in his 
little book, “Foundations For Reconstruction,” 
entitled “The Necessity for Intolerance.” He 
makes it clear that much of the so-called re- 
ligious tolerance of our day is really indifference. 
But, can we be indifferent to those things which 
are the basic constituents of Christianity and 
the Christian message? 


Dr. Trueblood rightly says that if the Old 
Testament prophets had been as broad-minded 
as many modern day religionists that monothe- 
ism would never have survived the Old Testa- 
ment times. 


Dr. James Denny, one of the greatest New 
Testament scholars Scotland ever produced, 
wrote as follows in his book, “The Death of 
Christ,” under the heading: “St. Paul’s Intoler- 
ance’’: 


“The first commandment is, “Thou shalt have 
none other gods beside Me’, and that is the 
foundation of the true religion. As there is only 
one God, so there can be only one gospel. If 


God has really done something in Christ on 
which the salvation of the world depends, and 
if He has made it known, then it is a Christian 
duty to be intolerant of everything which 
ignores, denies, or explains it away. The man 
who perverts it is the worst enemy of God and 
men; and it is not bad temper or narrow-mind- 
edness in St. Paul which explains this vehement 
language, it is the jealousy of God which has 
kindled in a soul redeemed by the death of 
Christ a corresponding jealousy for the Saviour. 
It is intolerant only as Peter is intolerant when 
he says, ‘Neither is there salvation in any other’ 
(Acts IV, 12), or John, when he says, ‘He that 
hath the Son hath the life; he that hath not 
the Son of God hath not the life’ (I John V, 12) ; 
or Jesus Himself when He says, ‘No man know- 
eth the Father save the Son, and he to whom- 
soever the Son willeth to reveal him’ (Matt. 
XI, 27). Intolerance like this is an essential 
element in the true religion; it is the instinct 
of self-preservation in it; the unforced and un- 
compromising defense of that on which the glory 
of God and the salvation of the world depends. 
If the evangelist has not something to preach of 
which he can say, If any man makes it his 
business to subvert this, let him be anathema, 
he has no gospel at all. Intolerance in this 
sense has its counterpart in comprehension; it 
is when we have the only gospel, and not till 
then, that we have the gospel for all. It is a 
great argument, therefore, for the essential as 
opposed to the casual or accidental character 
of St. Paul’s teaching on Christ’s death—for it 
is with this that the epistle to the Galatians 
is concerned—that he displays his intolerance 
in connection with it. To touch his teachings 
here is not to do something which leaves his 
gospel unaffected; as he understands it, it is to 
wound his gospel mortally.” 


With our own limited insights and under- 
standing we have no right to be intolerant of 
others. But, on the basis of and ‘by the standards 
given to us so clearly in the Scriptures of the 
Old and New Testaments we have a Christian 
faith which is established on unescapable facts. 


These truths have come, not by the will of 
man nor through the cleverness of men. Rather 
they have come by revelation from God. They 
transcend anything man might have thought of 
and they are to be received for what they are— 
the Word of God, His divine revelation of the 
Person and the Work of His Eternal Son, our 
Redeemer and Lord. 
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God grant that we, his children, may have a 
holy intolerance towards all compromises which 
in any way diminish Him and His message. 
And, God grant that such intolerance shall at 
all times be within the circle of a God-given 
and Christ-compelling love. —L.N.B. 


Burying the Hatchet 


When I was in Basel eighteen years ago, there 
was sharp tension between Barth and the Kuy- 
per Dutch. The opposition was expressed on 
both sides with considerable vigor and some- 
times venom. 


At the Amsterdam Assembly of the World 
Council, the Holland Neo-Calvinists were im- 
pressed by Barth’s fine emphasis on the recon- 
ciling work of Christ accomplished for us on 
Calvary. Thereafter, in the Christian Century, 
Barth maintained that the Church rests exclu- 
sively upon the Word of God against the con- 
tention of Dr. R. Niebuhr that it rested also on 
the best human thought. philosophical, scien- 
tific, etc. 


On the all important matter of the Resur- 
rection of Christ, Barth has moved past many 
in Europe and in America into the camp of 
believers. In his early book on First Corin- 
thians fifteen, one was not sure what Barth be- 
lieved about the Resurrection. But in the Gif- 
fort Lectures he came out emphatically for the 
corporeal resurrection of Christ. In the recent 
volume of the Kirchliche Dogmatik, IV. .-62 he 
shows that the purpose of Christ in letting the 
Apostles handle his hands and feet and side 
was to assure them of the identitv of the Resur- 
rected One with the Crucified. In Der Augen- 
zeuge, p.251, Markus Barth of Chicago more 
fully declares that the Resurrected Jesus had the 
same body that was crucified. 


Barth maintains the Virgin Birth of Christ, 
Brunner opposes it. Bultmann treats creation 
as a myth, Canon Richardson regards it as a 
parable, Barth holds that it is an event of sav- 
ing-history coming from the covenant of grace. 
Indeed, in his last lectures he even found gen- 
eral revelation issuing from this covenant, as 
Psalm 19 shows. | 


While Barth is critical of much that is Ameri- 
can, including even President Eisenhower’s re- 
ligious statements, he is for Billy Graham, “‘be- 
cause he preaches the Gospel.” Barth preaches 
to the prisoners in the local jail on Church 
holidays. 


In the face of nineteenth century “liberalism,” 
Barth first offered his theology as a spice or 
corrective, but recently his work has taken on 
more the character of a balanced presentation. 
In IV.2 of his Church Dogmatics, sanctification 
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receives equal emphasis with justification and 
the third book of the Institutes is cited with 
approval, as is Berkouwer’s Faith and Sancttft- 
cation. | 

Meanwhile on the Dutch side, Dr. G. C. 
Berkouwer of Amsterdam has been growing as 
the leading classical Calvinist theologian of our 
day. Berkouwer stands solidly on the Scrip- 
tures while he seeks to learn from others. To 
do that he listens to what they have to say, 
analyzes their words and the things they mean 
by these words. Accordingly, he has come to a 
more appreciative attitude toward Barth. This 


resulted in the volume, The Triumph of Grace 


in the Theology of Karl Barth. ‘Thereafter he 
held a long conference with Barth in the sum- 
mer of 1955. Barth was overwhelmed with the 
reserve in Berkouwer’s expression of difference, 
with a criticism that was marked by such care, 
good will and Christian equity. On his part 
Barth offered his regrets for and publicly with- 
drew all the “wicked words” he had said against 
the Kuyper Calvinists, cf. Vorwort to K. D. IV. 
2, 

The hatchet is buried! Let us rejoice that our 
salvation comes not from some _ philosopher's 
dream of cosmic justice, but from God’s free 
grace given us in Christ - as both of these dis- 
tinguished theologians declare. WCR. 


The Easter Gospel in 
The Good Friday Story 


Preaching from Matthew 27.51-54 


Pastor E. Thurneysen told a full congrega- 
tion in the Basel Muenster that Good Friday 
and Easter must not be separated and placed 
one over against the other. Even through the 
darkness of Calvary the Easter Gospel shines 
forth. As Christ died the veil of the temple was 
rent in twain. By His sacrifice of Himself for 
our sins, our Lord opened the way to the 
Father for every penitent believer. The way is 
open to the humblest to come into the very 
presence of God . . . a privilege only vouch- 
safed to the High Priest in the Old Testament 
and that once a year. Secondly, in His death 
the power of God came down from heaven to 
overthrow the forces of evil and to snatch the 
sting of death from Satan. The quaking of the 
earth, the rending of the rocks, the opening of 
the tombs and the resurrection of the saints 
bespeak this conquering might of God which 
delivers from the power of the Devil and sweet- 
ens the deathbed of the saint. Thirdly, even 
at the Cross, in the salvation of the dying thief 
and the confession of the Centurion the glad 
Gospel of forgiveness and conversion is mani- 
fest. Easter beams of light break through the 
darkness at Calvary harbingers of the day of 
Victory so soon to come to the Saviour-Hero 
and in Him to His people. 

—Reported by WCR. 
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Shall We Have 
Women Elders? 


Three weeks ago we asked our readers to 
express their views on the question of women 
elders—a matter which will come up for dis- 
cussion and vote at the meeting of the General 
Assembly next month. 

As we go to press the following replies have 
been received: 


FOR 
Ser: 

In regard to your solicitation for letters on 
the subject of “women elders,” I feel constrained 
to comment. I have no personal preference, but 
your comment that “such a step is un-Sertptural, 
and therefore unwise,” brought to mind certain 
facts seldom considered. 


In Acts 1:14,15, Acts 2:1,4 we find that GOD 
gave his most magnificent and coveted gift to 
all alike, without regard to any of our modern- 
day religious paraphernalia. Nothing was in- 
truded between them and GOD. There was no 
special privilege, there were 120 persons, PER- 
SONS! And the women! Also among them 
mother Mary, on the same basis, equal to but 
not superior. All of which opens wide vistas 
for valuable discussions. Yet, our present con- 
cern being the possibility of women serving as 
elders, I confine my point to this: Regardless 
of what Paul had to say on the subject, we find 
that GOD gave to women the gift of the Holy 
Spirit on the very same basis as to men. If 
that be so, and you and I know it ts GOD's 
word, it seems to me to be superfluous for man 
to withhold opportunities for them to be used 
of GOD. Even Paul says, in Galatians 3:28, 
“There is netther Jew nor Greek, there is neither 
slave nor free, there is neither male nor female; 
for you are all one in Christ Jesus’. By that 
he said, there is no race distinction, no social 
distinction, no sex distinction. And that covers 
it rather comprehensively, as only our Lord could 
do as He speaks through the Spirit. 

It has been my experience that we continually 
are more narrow minded than our Lord, and 
that we persist in feeble attempts to limit Him. 

John W. Rehbein, D. C. 
Homestead, Florida 


AGAINST 
“SHALL WE HAVE WOMEN ELDERS?” 


NO! Because there is no Scriptural authority 
for them. Presbyterian doctrine and govern- 
ment are founded on Scripture, a rule which 
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certainly should be maintained in a reply to this 
question, 

In 1 Timothy 3:1-7 and Titus 1:5,6, Paul gives 
the qualifications of elders, using the masculine 
noun and pronoun throughout. “The husband 
of one wife” cannot possibly be interpreted to 
include women. 


It is true that women are mentioned in the 
Scripture as active followers of the Lord. Phoebe, 
Priscilla, Dorcas, Lydia, the women who followed 
the Saviour during his earthly ministry, and 
others, served, but so far as we have been able 
to discover they were never appointed or or- 
dained as elders. 


For years the women’s organization in the 
Southern Presbyterian Church was “The Wom- 
an’s Auxiliary,” indicating that the women were 
“helpers.” Can the new name, “Women of the 
Church,” have such a connotation that some 
want to change from “helper” to “elder”? It 
would seem that tt is far better for the women 
to continue to help the elders, deacons and pas- 
tors in the manner described by Paul, by 
prayer, respect and cooperation, bringing up 
their children “in the fear and admonition of 
the Lord.” 


Rose L. Currie 
One of the Women 


Sir: 

much opposed to women elders. 
I have been reading the Bible since I was a child 
and have been unable to find any reference as 
such. 


The women are doing a fine Christian work 
in their field. Let us keep it this way. 


Mrs. L. R. Steck 
Martinsburg, W.Va. 


Sirs: 


I! am certainly opposed to Women Elders. 
There is plenty of good work remaining in our 
churches for us women to do. It is probable 
that we might do better than we are doing. 


Mrs. James W. Painter 
Yonkers, N. Y. 


Sir: 


I don’t believe it would be right according 


to the Bible to elect women elders mn our 
churches. 


“Let your women keep silence in the churches, 
for it is not permitted unto them to speak but 
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they are commanded to be under obedience as 
also saith the law.”” I Cor. 14:34. 


“The head of every man is Christ, and the 
head of every woman is man.” I Cor. 11:3. 


“Let a woman learn in quietness with all sub- 
jection,” I Tim. 2:11. 


“But I permit not a woman to teach nor to 
have dominion over aman...” I Tim. 2:12. 


“But as the Church is subject to Christ let 
the wives also be to their husbands in every- 
thing.” Eph. 5:24. 


I have given only a few verses. If women 
were elected elders . . . their office would give 
them dominion over men.” 


D. L. Cardin 


Englewood, Tenn., RFD 7 


Sirs: 
The answer to your question: Shall we have 
Women Elders? - No, it 1s not Biblical. 


John B. Wright, M. D. 
Raleigh, N. C. 


Sir: 


Let us keep our Church Presbyterian.  Al- 
though there are elders and ministers who are 
women I would not like to see such a policy 
in our church. 


Sarah B. Wilson 
Swannanoa, N. C. 


Gentlemen: 


. such a step is un-Scriptural and there- 
fore it is unwise. I don’t know what the church 
would do today if it were not for its energetic 
and consecrated women: workers who teach so 
many of its Sunday School classes, push the 
missionary activities of the church, conduct the 
DVBS, and I expect in a number of instances 
drag their husbands to church. 


However, I believe that if a church doesn’t 
have enough consecrated, concerned and active 
men among its membership to staff the session 
and diaconate, the election of women to these 
positions of leadership won’t be of much value 
to the cause of Christ or of the Church. 


Dudley O. Jones 
Martinsburg, West Va. 


Sir: 


I would answer with an emphatic NO. 
What we need is not women on the ministry or 
in the eldership, but mothers in the home to 
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direct and train their children in the right way. 
... 1 say let the men rule the Church. 


Mrs. James F. Record 
Bluefield, West Va. 


Sir: 


. . Eve tempted Adam. One part of the 
memorial set up by the Lord was silence in the 
church and lack of authority. ...I wish the 
authority of the Bible could return to our 
church to displace the authority of the Feminist 
Movement. 


Jas. W. Marshall 
Panama City, Fla. 


SUMMARY of a long article by Dr. G. T. Gil- 
lespie, Jackson, Miss.: 


“When our Lord, after a night spent in 
prayer, chose the twelve ... it would seem sig- 
nificant that He chose men, and men only. 


“Even though at times Our Lord was accompanied 
by certain women, ‘which ministered to him of 
their substance, there is no recorded instance 
in which he used women in an official capactty, 
or invested them with any authority to preach, 
or teach in His name. 


“After the ascension of our Lord ... Peter 
pointed out the necessity of filling Judas’ place 
from among those ‘men’ who had companted 
with them. 


“In the Sixth Chapter of Acts . . . when the 
new deacons.were chosen we are told: ‘Where- 
fore brethren, look ye out among you seven 
MEN Of honest report, full of the Holy Ghost and 
wisdom...’ 


“Paul, the Apostle to the Gentiles, might be 
expected to be more liberal in these matters, 
... but he clearly establishes the principle that 
ordination to offices in the church is for men 
only, and that women are not to exercise author- 
ity over men in the church. 


“As if anticipating that there would be those 
who would contend that Paul was merely ex- 
pressing his private opinion . . . he meets the 
challenge by adding the following statement in 
I Cor. 14:37, ‘If any man think himself to be 
a prophet, or spiritual, let him acknowledge 
that the things that I write unto you are the 
commandments of the Lord.’”’ 


mo) 


The Editor would call the attention of our 
readers to the article in this issue: ‘A Biblical 
Study of the Place of Women in the Church,” 
by Dr. William Childs Robinson of Columbia 


Theological Seminary. See Next Page. 
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A Biblical Study of the Place 


of Women in the Church 


By William Childs Robinson 
Columbia Theological Seminary 


This is the proper setting of the question. 
The issue is not what rights have women in a 
democracy, but what place has God given them 
in the Church. Let us begin, then, by clarifying 
the presuppositions of the matter. 


1. The Church is the house of God. This 
fact is evident from the correlation between the 
people of God in the Old Testament and the 
New Israel gathered about the Messiah in the 
New. In both testaments it is the flock of God. 


In the Gospels, Jesus says “I will build my 


Church,” Mt. 16:18; and “fear not little flock 
it is your Father’s purpose to give you the King- 
dom,” Luke 12:32. The coming of the Spirit 
at Pentecost constituted the disciples of the 
Church of the living God, Acts 2 and I Tim. 
3:14-16. Paul constantly speaks of the Church 
of God, or of the Church of God in Jesus Christ. 
In Ephesians He magnifies the Church as in- 
stituted by God, as also he does in I Cor. 3 
and elsewhere. 


II. As the Church is the house of God, so 
God has ordained her order and her officers. 
In Mark 3:13, Jesus called to Himself Whom 
He would and ordained them as the Twelve 
Apostles, cf. Jn:15-16. In I Cor. 3:9 as read 
from the Greek, all the workers are God's and 
are fellow workers of each other. In I Cor. 
12:28, God has set in the Church the various 
officers, as in Eph. 4:11 the ascended Christ has 
given these offices and officers to the Church, 
and as in Acts 20:28 the Holy Spirit has made 
the elders to be overseers or bishops in the 
Church. From these texts I do not understand 
that the election of officers in the Church is 
democracy’s right to choose her spokesmen; but 
rather that God has trusted the priesthood of 
all believers to choose the persons to whom He 
has given the characteristics which show that 
they are those whom God would have for par- 
ticular offices. This conclusion is strengthened 
by observing that wherever particular officers 
are to be chosen their qualifications are set 
forth, as for a place in the Twelve Apostles, 
Acts 1:21-22; the seven Acts 6:3f; the elders 
Pi, 3:1-7; Tit: 1:5-9; the deacons I Tim 
3:8-13. 


III. In ordering His Church our Lord has 
given the places of regular government to men 
both by the example of those He has called and 
by the conditions for such offices. In the Old 
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Testament we have the example of the patri- 
archs, Moses, Aaron and the priests, the proph- 


_ ets, the judges, the kings. There are occasional 


exceptions to the last three, perhaps one each. 
In the New Testament the Twelve are men, as is 
Judas’ successor and as is Paul. So are the seven 
chosen in Acts 6, and so are the responsible 
witnesses to the resurrection mentioned in the 
primitive creed, I Cor. 15:3f. In the conditions 
mentioned for elder as given above some can 
apply only to a man. 


IV. Likewise by example, in governing His 
Church God has used women in highly signifi- 
cant and useful places. Above, mention was 
inade of a woman as a prophet, one as a judge, 
and one as a reigning queen, Miriam as a poet 
and singer. There was Rahab in connection 
with Jericho’s capture. The Apocrypha has at 
least one heroine. In the New Testament, the 
mother of our Lord was Mary—his only human 
parent. As He was brought into the Temple 
Hannah gave thanks. During His ministry cer- 
tain women helped substantially in His support, 
luke: 8:2-3. Mary Magdalene seems to have 
been the first to see Him after His resurrection. 
Mary and Martha each ministered to him— 
each in her own way. The women are mentioned 
as included with the praying disciples in Acts 
1:14. Among the women mentioned later in 
the New Testament are: Phoebe “the deacon- 
ess,” Rom. 16:1: Prisca or Priscilla, several 
times mentioned before her husband as though 
her ministry were more effective than his, Acts 
18; Rom: 16:3; I Cor. 16:19; 2 Tim. 4:19; and 
the daughters of Philip who prophecied.  An- 
other case of women prophecying is given in 
I Cor. 11:5, although it is noteworthy that the 
Apostles thought it necessary to put limitations 
on the same. Euodia and Syntyche seem to have 
given Paul trouble by leading opposing groups, 
Phil. 4:2. In I Cor. 14:34-35, Paul said that it 
was shameful for women to press forward with 
questions: “If they want to instruct themselves, 
let them ask their husbands at home.” Women 
were not to take part in discussion in which 
questions were asked and doctrines settled. Some- 
what later the same question came up again, 
apparently after heresies and schisms had arisen 
which favored the authority of women to the 
full extent, even to the administration of the 
sacraments. At that occasion the Apostle said: 
“Let the woman learn in silence with all sub- 
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jection. But I suffer not a woman to teach nor 
to usurp authority over the man,” I ‘Tim. 
2:11-12. The abuse of the heretics or schismatics 
led the Church to draw the line against the 
women participating in authority to preach or 
administer the sacraments. 


V. In Christ Jesus there is neither Jew nor 
Greek, neither bond nor free, neither male nor 


female, for ye are all one in Christ, Gal. 3:28. 
I understand this to mean that each one of us 
has direct access to God through faith in Jesus 
Christ. My standing before Him is no different 
from my wife’s. I have no priority over her 
in the things of Christ and God. But the Apos- 
tle did not interpret this to mean that there 
was no difference in order in the home. Eph. 
5:22-33. Nor, order in the Church, I Tim. 3. 


Dr. James Archibald Jones 
Inaugurated President of 
Union Theological Seminary 


Before a brilliant group of friends and well- 
wishers from our own church and representatives 
of other denominations and institutions, Dr. 
James A. Jones was inaugurated as President 
of Union Theological Seminary in Richmond, 
Virginia, on April 4th. | 


This Journal regrets that space forbids the 
printing of Dr. Jones’ address in full. We do 
give to our readers the following excerpts from 
that able and thoughtful paper: 


* * * * * * * 


“I believe in the importance and high place 
of preaching the unsearchable riches of grace 
which are contained only in the Gospel of 
Christ. I believe in the necessity of training 
men in the content of Biblical Christianity. | 
believe that the ‘minister, whatever be the 
particular mode of his ministry, is a technician, 
and that he should be disciplined in those skills 
of pastoral leadership by which the benefits of 
Grace are communicated most intimately and 
effectively to the race of men. I believe that 
ministers actively engaged in parish tasks, in 
teaching, in missionary service, in administra- 
tive assignments need the stimulus that comes 
with continued study over the long years after 
their more formal academic education is com- 
plete. I believe the time has come for the Pres- 
byterian Church in the South to offer to its 
own and to others facilities for superior post- 
graduate education. I believe that this Seminary 
has an obligation to use its large resources and 
its talented personnel in a planned program 
of training lay leaders throughout its constituent 
bounds. If there is justification for an agricul- 
tural school using public funds to offer exten- 
sion courses in order to assist the people of a 
state to produce better potatoes and better cows, 
it would appear that an institution such as this 
has an obligation to extend its influence beyond 


& 


PAGE 8 


its campus, to city streets and country villages, 
in prospect of enabling Elders and Deacons and 
Church School officers and teachers to produce 
within the local church better men and women, 
better boys and girls. 


* * * * * * * 


“The facts are these: The Church is World 
Mission, and the Church is Social Event. 


“Mark carefully the fashion of these phrases. 
The Church does not ‘have’ a mission, it is a 
mission. Fidelity in mission is not a desirable 
consequence of the Church’s existence: it is that 
without which the Church does not exist. Its 
very being is rooted in an enterprise. A man 
neither knows nor receives the benefits of 
Christ’s redemptive grace who does not wear 
His kindly yoke in an evangelistic endeavor 
which moves with brave persistence and un- 
flagging zeal to communicate the mercies which 
His Gospel provides. And such a work cannot 
be within a circle that is narrower than God's 
own concern; no more than it can be ‘off limits’ 
to any who have betrothed themselves to Christ. 


“Note that the mission is world-wide. This 
means that the Seminary must be aware of and 
sensitive to the cross currents which fill the 
stream of modern history with treacherous eddy- 
water. The Church is not ‘of the world,’ as the 
Bible plainly says. But the Church is in the 
world, and its mission is to the world, as the 
Bible says with equal, if forgotten, clarity. 


* * * * * * * 


“Protestants are critical among themselves and 
ridiculed by others for what the uninformed call 
the atomizing consequences of its varied em- 
phases in polity and program. The truth is 
that there prevails among Protestants and their 
concerted endeavors across the world a more fun- 
damental and intelligible unity in matters that 
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finally matter than can be found among any 
other ecclesiastical organization or program. 
While it is apparent that there are breaches 
within the Protestant family which cannot be 
justified under the stress of the Church’s cur- 
rent conflict with the rulers of this darkened 
world, and while every effort is proper which 
seeks to forge by the power of the Holy Spirit 
such a witness to the world as shall make plain 
the solidarity of our affirmed brotherhood, let 
us mark it down for a fact and as a ground of 
hope that being churchmen we are able to 
demonstrate here on this solid earth something 
of the comradeship which waits to be perfected 
when the Family of God is made complete in 
His own prepared place for us. 


* * * * * * * 


‘Now, to the second phrase: The Church is 
Social Event. Again I ask you to mark with 
care the exact words of that statement. The 
Church has a past history, grounded on the work 
of God and on the works of God’s men. But 
past history cannot define exhaustively what the 
Church is, because God and His men are still 
at work. The Church has a future where won- 
ders of majesty will exist which the mind of 
man cannot imagine. But the prospect of what 
the Church will be can weaken the will of 
churchmen, unless such prospect is made chal- 
lenge and standard for what the Church is meant 
to be at the moment. 


“So, at this juncture I do not ask you to con- 
sider any systematic propositions from the broad 
and neglected field of ecclesiology. I am not 
here concerned, except contextually, with the 
Bible’s provocative and expanding teaching 
about the constitution and task of the Church. 
Rather, I am attempting to hold before you one 
idea: The Church is God’s current event. Fun- 
damentally it is not an institution. It is not 
just a theological structure. It is a deed, current, 
vital, energetic, harassed, and hopeful. It is not 
an idea; it is an enterprise. It 1s not an acad- 
emy; it is.a laboratory. 


‘Where is the Church, and what is it? The 
Church is not found among some pious, be- 
lieving assembly content in its shelter behind 
‘nunnery walls... The Church is not a tower, 
ivory or gold or plainest wood, from which the 
righteous people look down on the muck and 
tragedy of sin. The Church is there where men 


and women, moved by a sense of received mercy, — 


turn mercifully. and sacrifically to the task of 
getting on at once with this God-like business 
of saving men in Christ. To use the phrase of 
Professor Wilder of Harvard, the Church ‘is no 
cult. apart. from the general human -predica- 
ment...” 
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“This, in truth, is the fundamental proposi- 
tion of that Christianity which takes the Bible 
to heart. The Christian religion is established 
upon God’s revelation of Himself. He is not to 
be known adequately, if at all, by observation 
of this world which is His handiwork. He is 
not by searching to be found out. His measure 
cannot be taken by the clever probings of the 
alert mind, nor even by the passionate loyalties 
of those morally in earnest. He is known suf- 
ficiently and adequately only as He exposes 
Himself, only as He tells us about Himself, only 
as One stands before us in this prison of mortal- 
itv, bone of our bone, flesh of our flesh, and 
yet ‘full of grace and truth.’ And that, you 
see, is exactly what happened. God has mani- 
fested Himself by deed, by invading the human 
scene, by acting out His will on the moving 
stage of history. ‘Through the travail of man’s 
common life, He has come to make plain His 
uncommon righteousness and grace. Through 
the ebbing and flooding tides of human experi- 
ence He spells out the solemn fact that right- 
eousness is the exaltation of every nation, and 
what He calls sin is the final, fatal reproach of 
any people. In the clash of cultures, in the bat- 
tles among the gods inhabiting the Pantheon 
of the race, He acts out the truth of His sov- 
ereignty and His tenderness. 


* * * * * 


“Does the Church have anything to say about 
‘reconciliation with God?’ It has nothing else 
to say, as a matter of fact. But its preachments 
about the atonement had best be validated by 
the incontrovertible evidence that Christians in 
the Church live among their fellows as if the 
doctrine of reconciliation were not a dreary 
illusion. Does the Church have anything to say 
to the schisms of our time which set race against 
race, which set class against class, which set na- 
tion against nation? Then let its message gain 
serious audience, not from the propriety of its 
speech, but from the wonder of its own harmon- 
ious life. Does the Church have anything to say 
about the exceeding majesty of Him Whose 
hands felt the cruel spike and Whose side endured 
the thrust of spear? Then let those disciples 
come forward who bear in their bodies and on 
their hearts the type of valor that ‘resists unto 
blood, striving against sin,’ for theirs is the only 
word Christ-like enough for the world to heed 
at all.” | 


PRESBYTERIAN JUNIOR COLLEGE 


Educational excellence. Member Southern As- 
sociation College and Secondary Schools En- 
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degrees. Graduates transfer to Junior Class 
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“What Presbyterians Believe” 
Gordon H. Clark, Ph. D. 


The Presbyterian and Reformed Publishing Co. 
$2.00 each or $15.00 per dozen. 


Order from The Southern Presbytenan Journal 


Reviewed by 
Rev. John R. Richardson, D. D. 


The Church is today paying a stiff price for 
its long indifference to Christian theology. For 
the past two generations many pulpits have 
been criticizing creeds. This has resulted in 
wide-spread ignorance of what Christians be- 
lieve. The Presbyterian Church, though a Con- 
fessional Church, has not escaped the penalty 
inflicted upon those who neglect accredited the- 
ology. There are a large number of Presbyterians 
in name who have next to no idea of what 
Presbyterians are supposed to believe. 


Our best defense against false ideologies and 
heresies new and old is a vigorous proclamation 
of our faith. Our Church has been slow in real- 
izing this fact. 


In the providence of God we now have a 


‘book that has been needed in our Church for 


a number of vears. Dr. Gordon H. Clark, dis- 
tinguished philosopher and penetrating theo- 
logian, has recently produced a volume based 
on the Westminster Confession of Faith called 
“What Presbyterians Believe.” This book is 
designed to compel the Presbyterian Church to 
rethink its own theology. It will be not only 
helpful in combating modern truculent ideol- 
ogies and inadequate theologies, but it will also 
produce strong Christian convictions that will 
fortifv Presbyterians and keep them from being 
intimidated by the arrogant claims of un-Scrip- 
tural positions. 


Thoughtful people know that bad theology 
is the inevitable result of no theology. Mod- 
ernism, liberalism, neo-orthodoxy and other off- 
color theologies have been able to find room 
in the Presbyterian Church largely because of 
the neglect of our official Presbyterian theology. 
When there is an absence of God-centered the- 
ology, then, man-centered theology is able to 
gain an entrance. 


The current return to theology has not al- 
wavs turned out to be a complete return to 
the Reformed Faith. Most theological writings 
today do not go far enough. They stop short 
of the full-orbed svstem known as Calvinism. 


Alert pastors know that manv Church mem. 
bers are “Tossed to and fro and carried about 
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by every wind of doctrine.” (Ephesians 4:15) 
This instability of our people is due largely 
to the lack of correct Christian knowledge. It 
is our observation that Christians who are 
trained in that excellent statement of theological 
truth which we call the Westminster Standards 
are strong in the Lord and in the power of His 
might. 


The demand for religion without theology 
is absurd. There is no such religion worthy of 
the name without good theology. The time 
is passing when thoughtful people believe that 
heresy is a badge of theological respectability. 


The reader who is willing to turn from cur- 
rent liberalism and neo-orthodoxy will appre- 
ciate in this volume the simplicity, the forth- 
rightness, the honesty, and the profundity of 
the theology of the Westminster Confession of 
Faith. We believe that the study of this volume 
will inspire our younger minds to a devotion 
to our theological positions. Here we see a 
realistic theology that is fit for the needs of 
our day and every day. 


As we follow Dr. Clark in his expositions chap- 
ter by chapter, we are confronted with a Chris- 
tian attitude that we need in our day - the atti- 
tude of submission before the Word of God. 
These chapters give us a strong sense of our 
sovereign who has spoken to us infallibly 
in His Word through His Son. Thev will pro- 
duce an enthusiastic conviction that the Bible 
is our supreme authority and that Christian doc- 
trine is the most vital and important thing for 
the nourishment of the body of Christ. 


Dr. Clark makes no apology for his loyalty 
to the Retormed Faith. He states that from 
the time of the apostles to the present moment, 
there has been no revival of true religion re- 
motely approaching the Protestant Reformation. 
He reminds us that the Reformers knew the 
—— in great detail and understood their 
implications. They took great pains to teach 
exactly what God had revealed. Two thought 
provoking questions are asked in regard to this 
truth. “Would not a rediscovery of this truth 
t6dav produce results similar to those of the 
Reformation? And what survev of Biblical 


THE SOUTHERN PRESBYTERIAN JOURNAL 


teaching is a better guide than the Westminster 
Confession?” 


In a great section on the subject of “Creeds”’ 
Dr. Clark avers, “The Creed is a statement of 
what the Church must teach. It is the flag that 
the Church flies. It states the purpose for which 
the Church exists. Lip service to the Creed is 
dishonest. It diminishes and is unfaithful to 
its message. The Scripture says more than the 
Creed says and this ‘more’ must be preached too. 
But the Creed summarizes the most important 
Biblical teachings and these must receive the 
emphasis.” 


Presbyterians sometimes are timid in discuss- 
ing the subject of predestination. Dr. Clark 
refers to a Bible teacher who told his students 
not to study it or mention it in their preach- 
ing. He said that one student who held his 
teacher in high respect was shocked to find that 


the Bulgarian laborers with whom he worked 


in Chicago were extremely interested in the for- 
bidden subject. Dr. Clark’s comment is, “But 
if predestination is not to be mentioned, God 
must have made an embarrassing blunder in 
revealing it to us ... Let us therefore rebuke 
those disobedient persons who would forbid us 
to profit from what God wishes us to know .. . 
Truly the doctrine of predestination is not to 
be silenced, but preached with enthusiasm.” 


The chapter on “The Fall of Man” contains 
many fine truths for you who are interested in 
contemporary theology. The author shows the 
difference between the Reformed Views and the 
Neo-orthodox views relative to the fall. He 
writes, “The neo-orthodox are now ready to 
admit that something is wrong with man. But 
do they agree with the Bible as to what this 
something is? Does their obscure mixture of a 
few Biblical phrases and a great deal of esoteric 
terminology mean that man is dead in sin, 
‘utterly indisposed, disabled, and made opposite 
to all good, and wholly inclined to all evil’? 
One thing is clear: the neo-orthodox deny that 
the guilt of Adam’s sin was imputed to his pos- 
terity. Adam was not our representative in 
his trial before God. Indeed, Adam is only an 
unhistorical myth. And yet these men have had 
the effrontery to claim that they, rather than 
we, preserve the position of the Reformers. Let 
them read the Confession.” 


Since the subject of the Covenant is being 
restudied today by Biblical theologians, Chap- 
ter Seven will be of great interest. Dr. Clark 
shows that in contrast with a certain modern 
error, the Westminster doctrine should be in- 
sisted upon that since the fall there has been 
only one method of salvation. He says, “Adam, 
Noah, Abraham, Moses, Peter, Paul, and you 
and I are saved only through the merits of 
Christ. Neither conscience nor the law nor any- 
thing else has the power to redeem a sinner. 
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Further the author rightfully indicates that the 
Presbyterian view of baptism depends more on 
the doctrine of the covenant than on anything 
else. He holds that objections to infant bap- 
tism are based on a wrong conception of the 
relation of the two Testaments, a denial of 
covenant theology, and a neglect of the West- 
minster Confession. 


The question is frequently raised today as 
to whether the belief in the Virgin Birth of 
Christ is necessary for one to be a Christian. 
This question is answered in the chapter en- 
titled “Christ the Mediator.” Dr. Clark writes, 
“In this twentieth century the ordination of 
unbelieving ministers and the declination from 
the faith in the larger denominations was 
initiated chiefly through an attack on the virgin 
birth. Candidates for the ministry told their 
presbyteries that they could not affirm the bio- 
logical miracle of a virgin birth. The modern- 
ists defended these candidates on the ground 
that a belief in the virgin birth is not essential. 
Such a statement is ambiguous and obscures the 
issue. Doubtless it is possible for some heathen 
to accept Christ’s sacrifice for his sin without 
knowing of the virgin birth and be saved. In 
this sense belief in the virgin birth is not essen- 


tial. But it is different to ask whether or not 


belief in the virgin birth is essential for a Pres- 
byterian ordination. In this latter case it is not 
a matter of unfortunate ignorance but of delib- 
erate rejection of the Word of God. There is 
still another question: is the virgin birth, the 
virgin birth itself, not a belief in it, essential 
to God’s plan of salvation? Contrary to the 
modernist attempt to confuse three questions in 
one, an intellectually honest Christian will avoid 
ambiguity and will take ordination vows seri- 
ously.” 


One of the profoundest and at the same time 
enlightening chapters has to do with “FREE 
WILL.” It will sufficient to say here what 
the author writes, “The Bible never actually 
mentions free will, as it certainly would have 
done, if free will had been as important as the 
Arminians think. The only reference to free 
will in the Bible is the free-will offerings. These 
have nothing to do with the problem under 
consideration. Free-will offerings are merely of- 
ferings above those required by law. After a 
person had made all the offerings prescribed 
by law, he might out of gratitude for God’s 
grace give something additional. This was 
called a free-will offering. But it has no bear- 
ing on the liberty of indifference, the power of 
contrary choice, the causative power of the in- 
tellect on the will, the influence of civilization, 
or anything else pertaining to this discussion. 


“Finally, to repeat the obvious, the Bible 
teaches and nothing written above contradiets 
the fact that man has a will, makes choices, 
and is responsible for them.” 
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Sluggish Christians will find the chapter on 
“Good Works” to be of real value. He warns 
Christians against the wide-spread danger of 
minimizing good works. While recognizing the 
fact that we are justified apart from works 
the author tells us that “We are not saved 
without works—Ainless like the thief on the cross 
we die immediately upon our regeneration. But 
for those that live, a true faith produces good 
works . . . Faith is the root and works are the 
fruit. We cannot be saved without them.” 


Many Presbyterians will find the chapter on 
“Baptism” most interesting. The disagreements 
among Christians on this subject are recognized. 
Not all discussions on this subject are lucid and 
logical. The chapter closes with this statement: 
“After so much heavy argument, the disagree- 
ment as to the mode of baptism will have to 
be concluded with a bit of humor that I trust 
no one will think misplaced. In I Corinthians 
10:1,2 the Israelites are said to have been bap- 
tized in the cloud and in the sea; and in I Peter 
3:20 the flood is said to represent baptism; but 
while the Israelites and Noah mav have been 
sprinkled, it was the others that were im- 
mérsed.”’ 

A message of real value on “The Retormed 
Faith and The Wesuninster Confession” is given 
as an appendix. Here the author sets forth the 


convictions of our spiritual forebears. He believes 
that we need these convictions in our day. The 
first of these convictions is that God has given 


us a written revelation. ‘“This revelation 1s 
the truth. As Christ Himself said, Thy word 
is truth. It is not a mvth, it is not an allegory, 
it is no mere pointer to the truth, it is not an 
analogy of the truth: but it is literally and ab- 
solutelv true.” ‘The second conviction is that this 
truth can be known and the Bible expects us to 
appropriate it. Finally, the conviction that God’s 
revelation can be formulated accurately and 
without ambiguity and stated pungently. 


Persons who have the notion that the West- 
minster Confession of Faith is an ancient piece 
of theological discussion that is dry as dust 
should by all means read this new book. We 
believe that the author is correct in maintain- 
ing that we should really ponder the Scripture 
with the greatest possible clarity as did the Re- 
formers and then we shall see one of the great- 
est spiritual awakenings since the days of the 
apostles. We can expect astonishing blessings if 
we return with enthusiasm to all the doctrines of 
the Westminster Confession! Here is the truth 
of God stated freshly and pointedly! It is to be 
hoped that all of our readers who love the well- 
being of our Church will promote the use of 
this great work in each group within the Church. 


SABBATH SCHOOL LESSONS 


LESSONsFOR MAY 6 


REV. J. KENTON PARKER 


The Conversion Of Saul 


Background Scripture: Acts 9:1-31 ‘. 
Devotional Reading: Acts 9:26-31 


Next to the Death and Resurrection of Christ, and the outpouring of the Holy Spirit on the 
dav of Pentecost. the most amazing and important cvent is the conversion of Saul of Tarsus. This 
is true because, (1) of the character of the man who was converted, and (2) of the work and influ- 


ence of the man after th 


turning point in his life. I believe that a majority of the students of 


the Bible would judge Moses to be the greatest man of the Old Testament, and Paul the greatest — 


man of the New Testament, and of these two, 
I would pick Paul as the greater. When we 
think of his work as the missionary to the Gen- 
tiles and as a master theologian and writer, we 
can in some measure appreciate his greatness. 


I. The Vision on the Road to Damascus: 1-9. 

When Stephen was stoned Saul of Tarsus kept 
the clothes of those who stoned him. After the 
death of Stephen a spirit of madness and hatred 
seemed to take possession of Saul which made 
him lav waste the Church, entering into the 
homes of the Christians, and haling men and 


women, he committed them to prison. (See 
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7:58 and 8:l-4) He became the acknowledged 
leader of the bitter persecution which came upon 
the church at this time. 


The ninth chapter begins, and Saul, yet 
breathing out  threatenings and slaughter 
against the disciples of the Lord, went unto 
the high priest, and desired of him letters to 
Damascus to the swnagogues, etc. As he drew 
near to that citv a light shone around about 
him, and-he fell to the earth and heard a voice | 
saving, Saul, Saul, why persecutest thou me? 
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And Saul said, Who art thou, Lord? And the 
Lord said, I am Jesus whom thou persecutest. 
Jesus always identifies Himself with His dis- 
ciples. He who persecutes the followers of 
Christ persecute Him, and those who give a 
cup of cold water to a disciple, give it to Jesus. 
We should alwavs remember this. When we 
hurt a Christian we hurt Christ; and when we 
help a brother in Christ, we help Him. Inas- 
much as ve did it to the least of these my breth- 
ren, ve did it to Me, and inasmuch as ye did 
it not to them, ve did it not to Me. The Church 
is His Body. Whatever hurts one member of 
the body, hurts Him, and also hurts the whole 
Body. Sometimes we hear people say, I respect 
and honor Christ, but T have no use for the 
Church; I despise you Christians. He that de- 
spiseth vou despiseth Me, said Christ. Let me 
beware of belittling the Church which is His 
Body. Let us who compose the Church, beware 
of causing men to stumble over us, and_ blas- 
pheme the Church. Let us who profess to be His 
followers be very careful that we live as becom- 
eth the children of God. We are His “letter 
of recommendation” to a lost world. Men read 
our lives when they will not look at the Buble. 
Let us make beautiful and attractive the doc- 
trine (teaching) of God our Savior. It is an 
awful sin to bring reproach upon Him. 


Verse seven needs a bit of explanation. This 
verse reads, “And the men which journeyed 
with him stood speechless, hearing a voice, but 
seeing no man.” In chapter 22:9 we read, “And 
thev that were with me saw indeed the light, 
and were afraid: but thev heard not the voice 
of him that spake with me.” The explanation 
is verv simple. Those who were with Paul 
heard ‘a voice,”’ (the voice of Saul as he cried 
out, Who are thou Lord?) but they did not 
hear the voice which spoke to him from heaven. 
There is another explanation which IJ have seen, 
but this is the simplest, it seems to me. 


Saul arose from the earth, opened his eyes, 
but could see nothing, and had to be brought 
into Damascus, and he was three days without 
sight, fasting and praying. What a tremendous 
revolution was going on in the mind and heart 
of Saul during those three days! How different 
was this entrance into Damascus from the one 
he had planned! 


Il. The Visit of Ananias: 10-19a. 


The Lord speaks to him in a vision, telling 
him to go into the street called Straight and 
inquire in the house of Judas for one called 
Saul of Tarsus, “for behold, he prayeth” and 
has seen in a vision a man named Ananias, 
coming to him, etc. This man was no doubt a 
prominent believer, one of those whom Paul 


had on. his list which he had received from. 
the high priest at Jerusalem. Saul evidently 


knew him by name, and he certainly knew Saul, 
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both by name, and by reputation, for he remon- 
strated with the Lord, as if the Lord did not 
know Saul. Is it not strange that the very best 
of men sometimes forget, or overlook the fact, 
that God knows all things? Do we not in our 
prayers sometimes try to tell the Lord about 
the condition of the Church, or of the world, 
or our own troubles? The Lord renews His 
command, but does not rebuke His servant for 
his word of remonstrance. He does tell Ananias 
that He has great plans for Saul of Tarsus; that 
he is a “chosen vessel” to bear His name 
before the Gentiles, and kings, and the children 
of Israel, and then adds this significant word: 
“For I will show him how great things he must 
suffer for my name’s sake.” In those brief words 
the Lord gives a short summary of the life of 
the apostle Paul. 


Ananias goes to Saul and greets him as 
“brother.” This shows his faith in God and also 
the wonderful character of the man. This sin- 
cere believer was convinced of the radical change 
in Saul, and was ready to accept him as a 
“brother.” I think there is a lesson for us in 
this scene. Sometimes in our day a notoriously 
evil man is converted. Are we as ready to re- 
ceive, and as loving in our attitude toward such 
a person as Ananias was? Are we willing to 
forget and forgive the past and receive him as 
a brother in Christ? Ananias furnishes us a 
good example of how we should feel and act 
toward those who have opposed and even per- 
secuted us. Saul’s sight is restored; he is bap- 
tized, and eats and is strengthened in body and 
soul. 


What an honor to be used of God to bring 
a man like Saul of Tarsus into the light of the 
gospel! God uses us to be His instruments in 
leading men to Christ. (See in chapter 10 an- 
other instance of this.) He could do this direct- 
ly, or through some angel, but He chooses to 


send us as His messengers. Let us praise Him 


for this, and be faithful to our calling. 
III. Saul in Damascus: 19b-25. 


Saul remained in Damascus for a time, and 


began immediately to preach Christ. No won-- 


der that those who heard him were amazed, 
and asked, Is not this he that destroyed them 
which called on the name of Jesus? Here was 
a miracle which surpassed the healing of the 
lame man at the beautiful gate of the temple. 
This is the sort of miracle which is_ being 
wrought in many places today. It shows the 
power of the gospel better than the healing of 
the bodies of men, for here we have the rebirth 
of a soul. Saul, like Stephen, “confounded the 


Jews” that dwelt at Damascus, proving that 
“this is very Christ.” It is not long, however, 


before a bitter persecution is started by the 
unbelieving Jews who took counsel to kill him, 


and the disciples had to get him.out of the city. 


PAGE 13 


= 


1V. Sanl in Jerusalem: 26-30. 


The first reaction in Jerusalem was a very 
natural one. Thev knew him there as the leader 
of the persecution, a man who was most bitter 
and unrelenting in his opposition to Christ, and 
to all His followers. This reaction is twofold: 
First, a feeling of fear: they were afraid of him, 
and we cannot blame them. If today, a man who 
had been a leader in the Communist Party sud- 
denly turned into a friend of the Free Nations, 
we would naturally suspect him of being a spy. 
We would want some real proof of his change 
of heart and mind. So suspicion would be 
added to fear, and we would want clear evidence 
of his sincerity. 


“But Barnabas”; big-hearted Barnabas, the 
son of consolation, or encouragement, became 
his sponsor. It would be impossible to over- 
estimate what Barnabas meant to Saul at this 
critical time, and later. Barnabas gave the Chris- 
tians an explanation, and proof, of the genuine- 
ness of Saul’s conversion, telling them that the 
Lord had appeared to Saul on the way to Da- 


mascus, and also how he had preached boldly 
in Damascus. “A friend in need is a friend in- 
deed,” is applicable. The attitude of both 
Ananias and Barnabas reveals the kind of peo- 
ple they were. A man’s past life should never 
be held against him, if he is a changed man. 
If God forgives, then we should forgive; if God 
accepts him, so should we. We can easily under- 
stand why it was difficult for the Christians at 
Jerusalem to do this, but we are glad that they 
did. We might use our imagination and ask 
what Saul did about those whom he had accused 
and put in prison. Did he visit them? Did he 
use his influence to have them released? We 
are sure that he did all he could to undo the 
wrong done to them. 


He begins to preach boldly in the name of 
Jesus. They go about to slay him, as they had 
done in Damascus. 


Verse 31 gives us the effect of Saul’s conver- 
sion on the church: ‘Then had the church rest 

. and walking in the fear of the Lord... 
were multiplied.” 


(From “New Testament Evangelism” 
by Wade C. Smith) 


Lesson No. 136 


THREE HUMAN ESSENTIALS FOR 
PERSONAL EVANGELISM 


Essential No. |. Recognition of: The Com- 
mand, the Authority, the Urgency. 


“Some one has said that ‘What we need is 


not a greater number of Christians, but a num- 
ber of greater Christians.” I would change it 
to read, “What we need in our church lite of 
today is greater Christians and greater numbers 
also.” Is it at all correct to infer that numerical 
growth ought to cease because greatness of 
character among those now members of the 
church is so much needed?” C. H. Rust. 


To Emerson is ascribed the saying that, ““The 
best test of the measure of a man is in relation 
to great problems, great tasks and great move- 
ments. A small man will be overwhelmed by 
them, or else unconscious of their presence and 
significance, and therefore ineffective; but a 
man with red blood in his veins will rejoice 
in that it is his to relate himself to the great 
things which God is doing in the world.’ 
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The Command: Matt. 28:19 - Mark 16:15- 
Luke 9:60 - John 20-21. Go - Ye - Thou - You. 
When God created man He put into him 
the capacity for meeting every requirement that 
God would make of man. Be assured that our 
Lord requires of us nothing which He has not 
already made possible for us to happily react 
to; and the conditions are very plain, so that 
no man need err therein. We are used to man- 
dates, and our natures are such that we rather 
like them; if not human mandates, the demands 
of nature and the recognized physical laws about 
us hold our respect and we yield to them more 
or less comfortably. Everybody likes to be 
“bossed”’ a little, anyhow, though one may grow 
restive, and sometimes assert independence. But 
the true Christian will recognize gladly and at 
once the command of the aie to go out and 
witness for Him, that men may be drawn to 
Him. There is little hope of successful soul 
winning unless it is done in the consciousness 
of an obedience to the will and the definite 
command of Jesus Christ. One need not think 
he can go out and do a private piece of soul 
winning on his own benevolent hook, apart 


from the command of the Lord. There would 
be no obedience in that. A large part of faith 
in Christ’s saving power is in the act of obedi- 
ence to His orders. 


The Authority. The personal worker must 
recognize the supreme authority back of the 
command. “All power is given unto me in 
heaven and in earth” is the preface which Jesus 
gave to the Great Commission. “Go ye, there- 
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fore.” It is not a matter of witnessing because 
we love the Lord, or because we love lost souls, 
or because we crave the promised reward. All 
these are fine, but it is a matter of MUST. We 
can but obey. We dare not disobey. It is an 
order coming down from the Highest Authority. 
‘This is my beloved Son; hear ye Him” (Mark 
RT 


The Urgency. But the Lord does not require 
blind obedience in this case, though He has a 
perfect right to do so. As intelligent beings, 
with minds capable of reasoning, any effort 
is made more interesting and enjoyable by the 
knowledge of why it is necessary. The Lord has 
considerately shown us the urgency of reconcil- 
ing men to God. ‘For the wages of sin is death; 


but the gift of God is eternal life through Jesus 
Christ, our Lord.” (Rom. 6:23) 


Men are dying all about us under the eternal 
curse of unrepented, unforgiven sin. Christ has 
placed in the hands of His servants the remedy, 
and said “GO”! Even while we hesitate, thou- 
sands upon thousands are thus dying. The ur- 
gency is great—compelling. 


Thus we count as one of the three essentials, 
an intelligent recognition of the command, the 
Authority, and the — urgency. If one 
can intelligently embrace salvation for himself, 
he is competent to comprehend this. 


(Two other Human Essentials will be named 
in the following two lessons) . 


YOUNG PEOPLE'S DEPARTMENT 


YOUTH PROGRAM FOR MAY 6 


V ocations In 


Hymn: “Glorious Things Of Thee Are 
Spoken” 


Prayer 

Scripture: Corinthians 12:4-12 

Hymn: “O For A Closer Walk With God” 
Offering 


Hymn: “Lord, Speak To Me, That I May 
Speak” 


SUGGESTIONS FOR PROGRAM LEADERS: You mav 
want to ask your minister or some other quali- 
fied person to speak to your group on the 
subject of “Church Vocations.” If you do de- 
cide to conduct the program vourselves, it would 
be verv helpful ta have the minister or some 
other authoritv present to take part in the dis- 
cussion and to answer any questions which may 
arise. 


PROGRAM LEADFR: 


We hear much about Christian vocations and 
church vocations. Do the two terms mean the 
same thing, or is there a real difference between 
them? First, we need to remember that a voca- 
tion is a calling. A Christian vocation is the 
particular work that God calls a Christian to 
do. We believe that the Lord has a plan for 
every life. If we follow God's plan for us... 
if we hear and answer His call, we are engaged 
in a Christian vocation. According to this in- 
terpretation every Christian ought to be fol- 
lowing a Christian vocation. We are well aware 
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The Church 


that it is not the Lord’s will for any person 
to be engaged in activities which are harmful 
and unwholesome. Anv such employment will 
have to be ruled out as a Christian vocation, 
but every kind of work can be a Christian call- 
ing for some individuals. The important thing 
is to seek a knowledge of God’s plan for us, 
and then to be willing to answer His call when 
we hear it. 


What is a church vocation? We can be sure 
that it will be a Christian vocation, and it 
will be done as a part of the total program 
of the church. Church vocation is Christian vo- 
cation within the church. We can illustrate it 
in this way: when the Lord calls a man to be 
a doctor, it is a Christian vocation, but when 
He calls him to be a medical missionary, it is 
also a church vocation, because mission work 
is a part of the program of the church. 


If every person ought to be following a Chris- 
tian calling, ought not every person also con- 
sider serving the church with his vocation? At 
least, we can acquaint ourselves with the needs 
of the church for various skills and types of 
leadership. It is the purpose of this program 
to give us some of that knowledge. It may sur- 
prise us to see what a wide variety of ability 
and training is needed by the church. 


We shall now discuss some of the different 
vocations which are being profitably used by 
the church. We shall point out how they are 
of service, where they are needed, and the kind 
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of training they require. (We are supplying 
only limited suggestions concerning the follow- 
ing vocations. Be sure you know the answers, 
then ask the young people for their ideas re- 
garding need, required training, etc. You, as 
the leader, should be able to fill in the infor- 
mation which the young people do not men- 
tion. It is here that your minister will be 
needed to answer questions.) 


1. The Ministry (Do not forget the need for 
missionaries and chaplains.) 


no 


Teaching (There is a great need both in 
churches and church schools.) 


3. Medicine (The church uses doctors and 
nurses both at home and abroad.) 


4. Music (Singing, playing, composing, ar- 
ranging, directing.) 


5. Writing (Who prepares the literature 
which is so essential to the program of the 
church?) 


6. Art (Illustrating, designing, decorating, 
etc.) 


7. Printing and publishing (Church literature, 
church papers, etc.) 


8. Executives and administrative work (Who 
looks after the business affairs of our mis- 
sions, boards, agencies, and institutions?) 


9. Technical skills (Radio-TV at home and 
abroad) 


10. Secretarial work (Churches, institutions, 
boards, and agencies of the church.) 


11. Architecture and building (In the home 
land and on the mission fields.) 


12. Agriculture (Teachers in mission schools 
at home and abroad.) 


13. Home Economics (Housemothers§ and 
dieticians in schools, churches, orphanages, 
etc.) 


Surely it is evident from this discussion that 
the church can use to great profit people who 
are engaged in almost any wholesome calling. 


-Are we willing to consider serving in the church 


with our vocation? No matter what our calling 
may be, the most important work we can do 
is to lead lost people to Christ and the life He 
imparts. This is the main business of the church, 
and all who follow their callings within the 
church have a part in that business of soul- 
winning. 


BUY YOUR BOOKS FROM 
Book Department 
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Helps To Understanding 
Scripture Readings 
in Day by Day 
By C. C. Baker 


Sunday, April 29, Matt. 13:1-9. Many of Jesus’ 
illustrations were taken from the simple lessons 
of nature. Who could not understand the lan- 
guage Jesus used in vv.-3-9? Observe the great 
crowds that listened to Jesus (v.2) . Though His © 
language was simple, notice the profound truths 
He presented (vv.18-23). What personal appli- 
cations for yourself do you find in Jesus’ in- 
terpretation of the parable (vv.18-23) ? What 
is lacking in the heart that Jesus compares to 
rocky soil (vv.20-21)? What caused the seed 
sown among thorns to be choked out (v.22) ? 
Does v.23 speak of the kind of fruit you want 
to see your life produce? In the same simple, 
everyday language Jesus used, ask God in His 
grace to make the soil of your heart the “good 
soil” that will bear this fruit for Him. 


Monday, April, 30, Matt. 13:24-30; 36-40. 


Jesus speaks another parable concerning the 


Kingdom of God. Is there anything that is dif- 
ficult to comprehend in the simple story of 
vv. 24-30? Yet, notice the eternal consequences 
of the truths the parable sets forth (vv.36-43). 
After reading the story in vv.24-30, observe what 
each part of the story illustrates according to 
vv.36-43. What lesson does it teach concerning 
the moral purity of the church in this world? 
Will every one who is a member of the church 
be saved? What picture is drawn of the terrible 
fate of those in the church who do not belong 
to Christ (vv.40-42)? We must stress to all of 


- our church members in understandable language 


the need for the New Birth in order to be 
truly saved (John 3:1-7). How does v.43 serve 
aS an encouragement to your 


Tuesday, May 1, Mark 4:26-29. When the 
seed of the Word of God finds lodging in the 
hearts of a congregation, it will cause that con- 
gregation to grow in spiritual grace.. Notice. 
that this growth is not due to visible organiza- 
tion, but that it is above and beyond anything 
that human effort can accomplish (vv.26-28a) . 
Can you look at the life of your church and 
see a definite spiritual development over the 
years (v.28)? Does your own individual Chris- 
tian life manifest itself to those outside the 
church (vv.21-22)? How ought vwv.24-25 serve 
as an incentive to us to share our Christian 
blessings and ageig’ in our knowledge of: the 
Lord? 


Wednesday, May 2, Mark 4:30-32. This is — 


the fourth nature parable we.have studied on 


the Kingdom of God.. What fact about the 
growth of the Kingdom does this. parable -bring 
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We're Moving.... 


All Church Extension Audio-Visual Aids 


9, Virginia. 


FROM ATLANTA 


As of May Ist, all Church Extension Films, Filmstrips, and 
_ Turnover Charts, formerly stocked by the Board of 
Church Extension in Atlanta, are to be ordered from 

the Audio-Visual Aids Department, Board of 
Christian Education, 8 N. 6th Street, Richmond | 


TO RICHMOND 


Write for Audio-Visual Aids folder listing Church Extension Films, Filmstrips and Turnover Charts. 


out (vv.31-32)? Read back over vv.26-29 and 
Matthew 13:18-30. What truth does Matthew 
13:24-30 state about the nature of the visible 
church? Are all people who belong to the visible 
church saved? What explanations in the para- 
ble of the four soils (Matt. 13:18-23) are given 
for the fact that not all who hear the word 
accept it sincerely? Observe that even with these 
hardships the Kingdom of God does grow - from 
small beginnings (Mark 4:30-32) and by the 
grace of God (Mark 4:26-29). Do you find in 
your own heart a definite growth in the Chris- 
tian life - or do the cares of the world, and 
the desire for other things stunt your growth? 


Thursday, May 3, Philippians 4:4-6. In the 
midst of the present whirl of materialism and 
ungodliness, Paul calls upon the Christian to 
center his thinking on the Lord. What should 
be the Christian’s source of joy and happiness 
(v.4) ? “Forbearance” (v.5) means “gentleness’’ 
and “graciousness.” How could vv.5-6a be a 
witness to this present harried generation? “Be 
careful for nothing” (v.6a) means “have no 
anxiety.’ What facts mentioned in 5b should 
help keep one from being anxious? What else 
should keep the Christian free from anxiety 
(vv.6-7) ? Could it be that if God’s peace is 
not a part of your life, it is because your con- 
cerns are not upon spiritual things? The Chris- 
tian can enjoy the wholesome things of this 


life (v.8), but the Lord is to be his primary 
source of joy and peace. 


_._ Friday, May 4, Matthew 7:24-29. Jesus draws 
to a close the Sermon on the Mount (chapters 
5-7). What is required besides the mere hear- 
ing of Jesus’ words to be a faithful disciple 
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(v.24) ? Observe how religious a person can be 
and yet not obey the teachings of the sermon 
on the mount (vv.21-23). One who bears true 
fruit is one whose heart has been changed by 
God (vv.15-20). This type of person is in the 
minority (vv.13-14). Notice how the faithful 
disciple bears up in adversity (vv.24-27). The 
same storm hit both houses (vv.25-27). What 
caused the first one to stand (v.25)? Do you 
base your philosophy of life upon outward re- 
ligious formality which does not bear genuine 
fruit or stand up in adversity? Is your philosophy 
of life based upon the Person of Christ and His 
teachings working a change in your heart, and 
holding you steady in adverse circumstances? 


Saturday, May 5, Luke 15:1-7. In the 10th 
chapter of John, Jesus refers to Himself as the 
Good Shepherd. The Bible pictures us as sheep 
who go astray (Isaiah 53:6). List the ways that 
are mentioned in John 10:10-11,14-15,27-28 in 
which Jesus is our good shepherd. What pic- 
ture is drawn of the Shepherd going into the 
wilderness to find his lost sheep? As you read 
today’s passage, do you have the sense of the 
Lord Jesus, your Shepherd, leaving the flock 
and coming after you until He finds you? Can 
you see the steps in your life that brought you 
to your Shepherd? Meditate upon this parable 
in terms of your relation to Christ and give 
thanks to God for His unspeakable love to you 
while you were still in your sins. 
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A True Beas 


This is a true story that’s going to start like 
a fairy tale, with “once upon a time” 


Once upon a time when Tampa, Florida, 
was a small village of sand streets and wooden 
sidewalks, boasting only of its climate and one 
fabulous hotel for winter visitors, some cigar 
manufacturers decided to locate in what is now 
known as Ybor City. 


Spaniards, Cubans, Italians - wealthy factory 
owners - cigar workers who made each cigar 
perfectly by hand, came with their families 
from Cuba and soon Ybor City was a Latin- 
American center. 


The newcomers were either of the Catholic 
faith or no faith at all. Here was mission work 
on doorstep. 


A couple of Elders from Tampa’s Presbyterian 
Church started a Sunday school class on Sun- 
day afternoon in a vacant store in Ybor City. 
The small group grew in interest and in num- 
bers, and out of this beginning, the Ybor Pres- 
byterian Mission was born. 


It was first the Sunday school of Cuban Con- 
gregational Mission as early as 1904. When 
the Congregationalists were unable to continue 
their work, five Elders presented the challenge 
of Ybor City to St. Johns Presbytery, and the 
Presbytery accepted the challenge and called 
a minister to take charge of the work. 


First in a vacant store, then a_ tabernacle, 
and later a brick church. Things were not al- 
ways easy. There were good years, but there 
were lean ones - discouraging times with cigar 
strikes - but through it all the Church survived. 


About 1921 when the struggling mission had 
become a struggling church; when the “Women 
of the Church” were known as the “Auxiliary” 


and the Church Extension Chairman was known > 


as the “S, P & C”’, the first group of Presbyterian 
women from the First Church and the Tampa 
Heights Church, joined in teaching little girls 
of the Ybor Church to sew. 


One of the women from the Ybor Church read 
Bible stories aloud while fingers and thimbles 
were busy. Out of this group, which grew from 
6 women to 50, the Tampa Union of Presby- 
terian Women was born. Today 11 churches 
form this Union. Each church is represented on 
the Board by the president of the Women of 
the Church and by the Extension Chairman. 
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The past twenty years, under the direction 
and inspiration of Rev. Walter Passiglia and 
his wife, have been the most encouraging years. 
Through the Tampa Union of Presbyterian 
Women of the Church, the interest in and help 
for the Ybor Church has spread, not only 
throughout the Westminster Presbytery but 
throughout the state. 


The Union is there when needed to help in 
any way—spiritual, social and financial—but is 
careful never to overlap any of the duties of 
the Deacons or Elders, or interfere in any way 
with the plans and accomplishments of the 
Women of the Ybor Church. 


No doubt many of you have read and heard 
much about Tampa’ s Latin quarter, Ybor City 
- of its famous eating places, its clubs and other 
sources of entertainment. But have you ever 
read of our Ybor Presbyterian Church and its 
Community Center? 


You have heard of its factories, where the 
finest cigars are made, but have you heard of 
the church that makes American citizens? 


. This is the church that takes boys off 
the street and sends them out as ambassadors 
for Christ and into church pulpits and into 


* missions through the I.atin-American countries 


south of us. 


. . This is the church that has sent little 
children home trom kindergarten to lead un- 
believing parents into its sanctuary. 


. This is the church that from its Alcoholics 
Anonymous group, found a fine yvoung man to 
lead its Boy Scout troop. 


.. . This is the church that not only has 
an English worship service, but an Italian wor- 
ship service and a Spanish worship service. 


... This is the church where all boys alike 
are welcome on its playground, as long as they 
follow its rules, and amazing results come from 
these contacts. 


... This is the church situated among Cath- 
olics and non-believers whose pastor, Rev. Wal- 
ter Passiglia, was voted Ybor City ’s outstanding 
citizen—a great honor to any citizen of Ybor 
City and a distinct honor to a Protestant min- 
ister. 


The Tampa Union of Presbyterian Women 
now fully realize the need for expansion. West 
Tampa, another Latin-American settlement, is 
calling. 


Never in the history of home mission work 
has there been a call with more appeal than 
this work with our Latin-American citizens. I! 
wish there were time and space for all the 
human interest stories that have come out of 
contacts made in the kindergarten, on the play- 
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ground, through the Alcoholics Anonymous 
group, through the citizenship classes—stories 
that touch the heart and tell how God has 
blessed every effort of this God-inspired church 
and its pastor. 


Today this challenge is yours. You can meet 
it with your prayers—with your continued in- 
terest—by your Birthday Offering .. . 


. . So let us begin another true story to 
pass on to a future generation... 


Once upon a time, back in 1956, the annual 
Birthday Offering from the Presbyterian Women 
of our General Assembly, made possible ...... 


The ending of this new true story is yours. 
You can help make it a beautiful, heart-warm- 
ing, inspiring one. 

(Mrs. L. M.) Bertha G. Anderson 
Presbyterian-Tampa Union 
of Presbyterian Women 


The Women of the Church, 
Synod of Appalachia 

will conduct their eighth annual Training 
School at King College, Bristol, Tenn., June 
11-16, 1956. 


Training School courses and teachers are as 
follows: How to Study the Bible, unannounced; 
Christian Family Life, Mrs. Ross B. Parker; 
Stewardship, the Rev. D. R. Greenhoe, D. D.; 
Church Extension in Homeland, Mrs. T. D. 
Connell; Informal Ways of Learning, Mrs. Ver- 
non Crawford; Church Music, Mrs. D. R. 
Beeson. 


Afternoon group meetings will be as follows: 
Bible Leaders and Circle Chairmen, Mrs. Ross 
B. Parker; Local Residents and District Chair- 
men, Mrs. Vernon Crawford; Book Chats, Mrs. 
James Witherspoon and Mrs. H. Q. Hull. 


Mrs. R. A. Dobyns, Dublin, Virginia, Synodi- 
cal President, will be dean of the school. 


The annual meeting of Synodical of Appa- 
lachia will be held at the First Presbyterian 
Church, Johnson City, Tennessee, September 
12-13, 1956. 


A COMMENTARY ON THE BIBLE 
By MATTHEW HENRY 
Now again available after being out of print. 
New biographical edition. A monumental 
work that has been for nearly two centuries 
without an equal and is to Bible teachers 
and to preachers what Shakespeare is to 
secular literature. Complete in every detail. 
Now in six-volume set, boxed, $24.50. Post- 


ORDER FROM 
The Southern Presbyterian Journal 
WEAVERVILLE ... NORTH CAROLINA 


APRIL 25, 1956 


THE LITTLE JETTS 
“PARTS” 


By WADE C. SMITH 


Price advanced to $2 postpaid, account 
cost of production (including 14 steel dies 
$1400), assembling, packing, mailing; cut- 
outs made ¢rom double side suede paper. 


Each set contains 100 “Parts” 


One Set will be given as a premium for 
two paid one year subscriptions to the 


JOURNAL 
OR 
Any one of the four Little Jetts books: 


The Little Jetts Bible (Old Testament) 

The Little ‘a New Testament 

Little Jetts Youth Talks 

Pilgrim’s Progress, illustrated by the 
Little Jetts. 


Address 
Southern Presbyterian Journal, 
Weaverville, N. C. 


The Scriptures Have Now Appeared 
in 1,092 Languages 

Some part of the Bible has been published 
in 1,092 languages and dialects as of December 
81, 1955, according to a statement issued by 
the American Bible Society. Eight new lan- 
guages have been added to the list since the 
last report. 


Languages in which the whole Bible has 


languages in which the whole New Tes- 
tament has been published 


Languages in which at least a Gospel or 
other whole book has been published 620 


Total languages in which some part of 
the Bible has been published . 1,092 


With the publication of the Old Testament, 
by the American Bible Society, the entire Bible 
is now available in Luvale. This language 1s 
spoken in Northern Rhodesia, Belgian Congo 
and Angola, Africa. 


Complete New Testaments were published, 
for the first time, in six languages: Bar? spoken 
in the Sudan; Asho Southern Chin (Burma) ; 
Conob in Guatemala; Gbari:Matai (Nigeria) ; 
Hula one of the languages spoken in Papua, and 
Kim (French Equatorial Africa) . 
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News 


A.T.S. Student Body Officers 


Miss Katherine Womeldorf of Winchester, 
Virginia, has been elected student president for 
the next session of the General Assembly’s 
Training School, Richmond, Virginia. 


Other officers are Miss Betty Jane Schaufele, 
Miami, Florida, vice president; Miss Mary Eliza- 
beth DuBose, Sardinia, S. C., secretary; and Miss 
Carolyn Johnson, Norfolk, Va., treasurer. 


Committee chairmen are: Miss Katherine 
Mims, Edgefield, S. C., Spiritual Life commit- 
tee; Miss Nancy Fagen, Tampa, Florida, Social 
committee; and Miss Helen Tannehill, Corpus 
Christi, Texas, Outreach committee. 


The new officers were installed on Thursday, 
April 5, by Dr. Charles E. S. Kraemer, president 
of the Assembly’s Training School. 


World Missions Receipts 


Budget for 1956 $3,300,000.00 
Receipts to date 497,537.39 
Percentage of annual budget 

received for 1956 15.07% 
Balance needed for 1956 2,802,462.61 


Curry B. Hearn, Treasurer 


THE GENERAL FUND AND 
INTERCHURCH AGENCTES 


Statement of Receipts 
January 15 - March 31, 1956 


The General Fund Agencies 
Budget for 1956 $846,581.00 


Received from January 15th through | 
69,537.36 


March 31, 1956 
Percentage of Annual Budget received 

to date 8.21 
Balance needed for the year 777,043.64 

Interchurch Agencies 

Budget for 1956 $21,495.00 
Received from January 15th through 

March 31, 1956 2,351.56 
Percentage of annual budget 

received to date 10.81 
Balance needed for the year 19,143.44 


E. C. Scott, Treasurer 
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PRE-ASSEMBLY CONFERENCE 
ON EVANGELISM 
May 30 - 31, 1956 
May 30 Wednesday Afternoon 
2:00- 3:00—Registration 
3:00 - 3:30—Opening Devotional 
$:30- 4:30—First Seminar 
Visitation Evangelism 
Dr. Harry Denman 
Small Groups in Evangelism 
Dr. Elton Trueblood 
Praver and Evangelism 
Dr. John L. Casteel 


4:15 - 5:30—Address - “The Place of the Laity 
in Evangelism.” Dr. Trueblood 


5:30- 7:30—Recreation and Supper 


May 30 Wednesday Evening 


7:30- 7:45—Words of Welcome and Introduc- 
tion of Division, Council and 

Secretaries of Evangelism 
Dr. P. D. Miller 


7:45- 8:15—“Evangelism Today and Tomor- 
row” Rev. A. E. Dimmock 
Dr. Wm. H. McCorkle 


8:15- 9:15—First Address in Series 
by Dr. Wm. M. Elliott 
“Evangelism, The Supreme Func- 
tion of The Church” 
9:30 - 10:00—Visual Aid - Filmstrip - 
“Evangelism Through Friendship” 


May 31 Thursday Morning 
9:00 - 10:00—Address “The Marks of Christian 
Prayer”’ Dr. John L. Casteel 


10:00 - 11:00—Second Seminar 
| Visitation Evangelism 
Dr. Harry Denman 


Small Groups in Evangelism 
Dr. Elton Trueblood 


Prayer and Evangelism 
Dr. John L. Casteel 


11:15 -12:15—Second Address 
by Dr. Wm. M. Elliott 
“Conversion Ought To Mean 
Something” 


12:15- 2:00—Luncheon 


May 31 Thursday Afternoon 


9:00- 2:30—‘Our Most Successful Venture in 
Evangelism” Dr. Harry Denman 


2:30- 3:30—Third Seminar 
Visitation Evangelism 
Dr. Harry Denman 
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Small Groups in Evangelism 
Dr. Elton Trueblood 


Prayer and Evangelism 
Dr. John L. Casteel 


3:30- 4:15—Third Address 
by Dr. Wm. M. Elliott 
“Ye Shall Be My Witnesses” 


Scholarship Winners 


Richmond, Virginia 


John Erdmann Kepler of Mount Ulla, N. C., 
is the first place winner of the 1956 Competitive 
Scholarship Contest sponsored by the Board of 
Christian Education, Presbyterian Church, U.S. 
The son of the Rev. and Mrs. Raymond F. Kep- 
ler, John will receive a four-year, $2000.00 schol- 
a for use in the Presbyterian College of 
his choice. The Rev. Mr. Kepler, former Back 
Creek Presbyterian Church pastor, has recently 
accepted a call to the Hebron Presbyterian 
Church of Staunton, Va. 


The second place $1,600 scholarship winner 
in which 276 competed, is Martha Gillreth 
Thomas of Asheville, N. C. She is the daughter 
of the Rev. and Mrs. Willard G. Thomas. He 
is pastor of West Asheville Presbyterian Church. 


Two other contestants also won four-year 
scholarships, valued at $1,200 and $1,000. These 
winners are Thomas Perrin Wright, Jr., of 
Lynchburg, Va., and Margaret Noel Morse of 
Birmingham, Ala. Mr. Wright is the son of 
Mr. and Mrs. T. P. Wright, and his father is 
superintendent of the Presbyterian Orphan’s 
Home in Lynchburg. He is a brother of Mar- 
garet Wright, winner of first place in the 1953 
contest. Miss Morse is the daughter of the Rev. 
and Mrs. Frank R. Morse, who serve the Grace 
Covenant Presbyterian Church of Birmingham. 


A SEMINARY INNOVATION 


A television camera and a closed-circuit cam- 
pus television network has been installed by 
Union Theological Seminary in Virginia, it was 
announced today by Dr. Robert White Kirk- 
patrick, Director of the Seminary’s Audio-Visual 
Center and Professor of Preaching. This tele- 
vision equipment is one of the first, if not the 
first, to be purchased for instructional purposes 
by a theological seminary in America. It is 
believed to be the first in Virginia to be installed 
by a non-state supported academic institution. 
Preliminary tests have been completed and be- 
ginning today the equipment is in scheduled 
operation on the Campus. 


APRIL 25, 1956 


Manufactured by the Blonder-Tongue Labora- 
tories, Inc., this vidicon camera, model TVC-1-C, 
has been in production only since March 1956. 
“The big advantage over previous models using 
the vidicon tube,” says Kirkpatrick, “is that it 
can produce a satisfactory picture with ordinary 
indoor illumination (40 foot candles) whereas 
previous vidicon cameras required 100 to 200 
foot candles of light, making them usable for 
ordinary church purposes.” With remarkable 


versatility the camera can magnify clearly the 


details of an ordinary book or manuscript viewed 
at a distance of 5 inches, or it can by means of 
a 5-inch (135 mm) telephoto lense produce a 
sharp close-up of persons 100 yards or more 
away. Thus it is possible for the camera to be 
placed inconspicuously in the balcony of the 
Seminary’s large sanctuary and still provide on 
the outlet screens a close-up of the speaker. 


Dr. Kirkpatrick indicated some of the im- 
mediate uses to which the camera will be put. 
It is now possible for overflow crowds at all 
Seminary events to be able to see the speaker 
though seated in other rooms. It was used, for 
example, for the inauguration of Dr. James A. 
Jones on April 4th. In the classroom, it will 
be mainly used to teach students the planning 
and production of religious television programs. 
The class in a TV laboratory situation will be 
able more effectively to study the factors which 
add to or detract from program effectiveness. 
In practice preaching or public speaking the 
set will be useful in enabling a student to see 
himself as he would be viewed by people from 
many different angles. The television will also 
be available in the event that it becomes de- 
sirable for a professor to speak to several groups 
in different locations at the same time. This 
will permit the simultaneous gathering in dif- 
ferent places of smaller classes for a televised 


lecture followed by group post-lecture discus- 


sions under qualified instructors. 


With three coaxial cables, three microphone 
lines and a multiple audio cable now leading 
from the Schauffler Hall sanctuary to the Base- 
ment Auditorium, to Watts Chapel, and to other 
campus buildings, a network has begun which 
eventually will connect every point on the cam- 

us where need for televising or televiewing 
is anticipated. Thus, in the near future each 
worship center and each classroom in the Sem- 
inary will be able to originate or receive both 
tape recordings and _ closed-circuit television 
pictures. 


The camera itself weighs only 8 pounds and 
is easily operated on a tripod by one student 
assistant from the Seminary’s Audio-Visual 
center. 


Recommend The Journal Te Friends 
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A FAITHFUL SERVANT GOES TO 
HIS REWARD 


Orlando, Florida 


Funeral services for Augustus Norman Sharp, 
Sr., former official of the Executive Committee 
of Home Missions, were held April 5 at Orlando. 
Mr. Sharpe died Wednesday, April 4, at an 
Orlando hospital. 


A native of Forsyth, Ga., Mr. Sharp lived 
in Atlanta about 50 years and served for 39 
years as treasurer of the denomination’s Home 
Mission agency. Upon his retirement ten years 
ago he moved to Orlando. 


While in Atlanta, he served as an elder in 
Druid Hills Presbyterian Church. 


Survivors include his wife, the former Miss 
Mattie Forbes; and four sons, Dr. Cyrus H. 
Sharp, George Forbes Sharp, and Dr. Ben Cam- 
eron Sharp, all of Orlando, and Augustus Nor- 
man Sharp, Jr., of Jacksonville, Fla. 


Graveside services were held at Forsyth fol- 
lowing the funeral service at Orlando. 


Atlanta, Georgia 


The congregation at Memorial Drive Presby- 
terian Church, Atlanta, met for the first time 
in their new church building, on Easter Sunday. 


At the Sunday School hour, children and 
young people who had completed a recent Com- 
municants’ Class were received into member- 
ship of the church, and a Communion Service 
was held. Later in the day a Thanksgiving 
Service was held in expression of gratitude for 
the growth of the church. 


Louisville, Kentucky 


Dr. Daniel D. Rhodes, Associate Professor of 
Bible and Philosophy, Southwestern at Memphis, 
will present the address for the 103rd Annual 
Commencement at Louisville Presbyterian Sem- 
inary. Dr. Rhodes holds degrees from Davidson 
College, Louisville Seminary, and Duke Uni- 
versity. 


The commencement will be held in Louis- 
ville’s Fourth Avenue Presbyterian Church at 
eight o'clock on the evening of May 28. 


New Orleans, Louisiana 


Nine Christian Family Life Institutes are be- 
ing planned for the Synod of Louisiana during 
the latter part of April. 


These Institutes, planned toward the develop- 
ment of the Church-wide emphasis on Christian 
Family Life in 1956, will include discussion 
groups for leaders of children, young people, 
adults, administration leaders, pastors, superin- 
tendents, elders, and deacons. 
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THE GOSPEL OF THE SPIRIT 
$1.50 


The agency of the Holy Spirit is the 
very life of Christianity. Few books 
on this subject compress so much into 
brief treatise as does this classic work 
written 150 years ago by the English 
divine whose writings on the subject 
have ever been of outstanding value. 
The first part of the work considers 
the Person and Office of the Holy 
Spirit; the second part presents the 
entire work of the Spirit upon the re- 
deemed, from their regeneration to 
their glorification both in body and in 
soul. 


Samuel Eyles Pierce 


Order From 
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Maxton, North Carolina 


An oratorical contest at Presbyterian Junior 
College was won by Maurice P. Baxley, Fayette- 
ville, speaking on the subject “The Evils of 
Alcohol.” Second place was won by Thomas 
A. McClure, Charlotte, on the subject“How to 
Control Alcohol.” The third place was won 
by Edward Strickland, Lumberton, speaking on 
“Don’t Use Alcohol.” This college contest was 
a preliminary to select the student to represent 
Presbyterian Junior College in the North Caro- 
lina Intercollegiate Oratorical Contest on AIl- 
cohol and Related Problems, sponsored by the 
Committee on Scientific ‘Temperance Instruc- 
tion of the North Carolina Woman’s Temper- 
ance Union, was held at Presbyterian Junior 
College on Thursday, April 12, at 8:00 p. m. 


A prize of twenty-five dollars has been pre- 
sented to Mr. Baxley by Mrs. W. B. Ramsay, 
Charlotte, Chairman of the Committee on Sci- 
entific Temperance Instruction. A first prize 
of thirty-five dollars and a second prize of 
twenty-five dollars was offered for the state inter- 
collegiate contest held on April 12. 


The purpose of the Woman's Christian Tem- 
perance Union in sponsoring the contest is stat- 
ed as follows: “In view of the increasing num- 
ber of social drinkers among youth as well as 
adults, and the problem of alcoholism as a 
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threat to health and social welfare, it is impera- 
tive that the youth of the nation be encouraged 
to study the problem of the manufacture and 
consumption of alcoholic beverages as related 
to health, home welfare, safety, crime and na- 
tional economic security as well as to individual 
happiness, capacity for progress, and achieve- 
ment of worth-while ambitions. 


Clinton, South Carolina 


After completion of campaigns in the Atlanta 
and home areas, Presbyterian College’s Diamond 
Jubilee Development program now _ totals 
$326,697. 


Four more regions are still in the midst of 


~ drives to add a combined total of $209,000 with- 


in the next few weeks. The Augusta-Aiken area 
has begun general solicitations toward its $49,- 
000 goal and Greenville and Spartanburg regions 
are aiming at goals of $100,000 and $60,000 re- 
spectively. 


Twelve other drives throughout South Caro- 
lina and Georgia are scheduled for sometime 
in 1956. Total goal for the program is $750,000 
this year from the two controlling synods. 


Manning, South Carolina 


Dr. John McSween, of Clinton, S. C., con- 
ducted a week of revival meetings in the Man- 
ning Presbyterian Church from April 1 to 8. 
There was searching of heart under the able 
preaching of Dr. McSween. The minister and 
officers are grateful for Dr. McSween’s require- 
ment that six weeks of special prayer services 
be held, with no less than three cottage prayer 
meetings as a partial preparation for the services. 
There were five services each week, and the at- 
tendance at prayer meetings was excellent. The 
preaching services will long be remembered. 


Cameron D. L. Mosser 


Clinton, South Carolina 


Jerry Finley of Seneca, S. C., has been elected 
president of the Student Christian Association 
at Presbyterian College, at recent elections here. 
He succeeds Bill Dantzier of Birmingham, Ala. 


Other officers named to lead that organiza- 


tion at PC are: Jimmy Hancock, Rock Hill, 
S. C., as vice president; ‘Tommy Reeves, Den- 
mark, S. C.; secretary; and Don Daniels, Charles- 
ton, W. Va., treasurer. 


WANTED—Dedicated Young Woman to serve 
as Church Secretary and Assistant to Pastor. 
Wm. E. Hill, Jr., West End Presbyterian 
Church, Hopewell, Virginia. 


APRIL 25, 1956 


Chattanooga, Tennessee 


Rev. James E. Hixson, 74, retired minister of 
Knoxville Presbytery, died in Chattanooga 
March 20th. A graduate of Louisville Seminary, 
he served as a minister in the Church 40 years 
at pastorates in Louisville, Birmingham, Mem- 
phis, Atlanta, Henderson, Ky., Sylacauga, Soddy, 
Chattanooga, where he organized the Red Bank 
Church.” 


Dallas, Texas 


A number of leaders from the Synod of Texas 
attended a planning session at Highland Park 
Presbyterian Church, March 28, and spoke to 
members of that church on the “Together for 
Christ Movement.” The Synod-wide campaign 
entered the individual congregation phase April 
8. Bob John is General Chairman for the High- 


land Park “Together for Christ Movement” 


Campaign. 


Speakers at Highland Park’s get-acquainted- 
with-the-program event, included: Dr. Charles 
L. King, Houston; Dr. John D. Moseley, presi- 
dent of Austin College; Dr. Robert F. Jones, 
Fort Worth; Dr. Andrew Eddington, president 
of Shreiner Institute; and Toddie Lee Wynne, 


member of Highland Park who heads the state- 
wide campaign. 
The FTC Campaign is a program for Texas 


Presbyterians to raise $5,525,000 for the support | 
of nine institutions, agencies, and causes of the 


Church. 


Normandy Heights Church—Odessa, Texas 


We have just completed a series of evan- 
gelistic services from Palm Sunday through 
Good Friday led by the Rev. William A. James 
of Brownsville, ‘Tennessee. 


The Lord has blessed us this week with heart 
warming messages by this fine preacher and 
our whole Church has experienced a spiritual 
uplift of great magnitude. Mr. James did a 
fine job while he was in our Church by encour- 
aging us to build a new sanctuary, starting a 
prayer group, and generally inspiring us all to 
a more dedicated Christian life. 


Lem Tittsworth, Jr., Minister 


The Moody Bible Story Book 
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Large, clear, easy-to-read type 
639 pages (6x9 inches) 

164 two-color illustrations 

Over 400 stories in short chapters 
Attractive full-color jacket 


NOW SELLING AT $3.95 


ORDER FROM 


Weaverville, N. C. 
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By R. A. Webb 
The Faith of 


The Basis of Millennial Faith $2.00 
By Floyd E. Hamilton 

Why 1000 Years? $2.50 
By Wm. Masselink 

Crucial Questions About 

The Kingdom of God $3.00 
By George E. Ladd 

John Calvin: Expository Preacher __ $2.50 
By Leroy Nixon 

The Trial of Jesus Christ $2.00 
By Frank J. Powell 

Supreme Authority $2.00 
By Norvel Geldenhuys 

The Gospel of The Spirit $1.50 

By Samuel Eyles Pierce 

Studies in Theology $3.50 

| By Lorajne Boettner 

The Reformed Doctrine 

of Justification $3.00 
By Boehl 


The Reformed Doctrine of Adoption __ $2.50 


$3.00 


By Vander Meulen 


and Liberalism 
By J. Gresham Machen 


The Presbyterian Conflict 


$2.50 


By Edwin H Rian 


What Presbyterians Believe 
By Gordon H. Clark 


Edward O. Guerrant 


By Grace McAllister and 
Grace Owings Guerrant 


By John Bunyan 
Doors 


By R. G. McLees 


The Called of God 
By A. B. Davidson 


AWARDS FOR NEW SUBSCRIPTIONS 
to the 


Southern Presbyterian Journal | 


We want many New Subscribers. You can use these fine books. For every NEW 
Subscription sent us before May 15, 1956 you may select and receive from us 
Free and Postpaid one of the books listed below. | 


So Called ____$2.00 
By Samuel G. Craig 


Who Say Ye That I Am __ $2.50 
By Wm. Childs Robinson 


Christ the Bread of Life $2.50 
By Wm. Childs Robinson 
Christ—The Hope of Glory... $3.00 
By Wm. Childs Robinson 
Knowing The Scriptures $3.95 
By A. T. Pierson 
Lord of Glory $3.50 
By B. B. Warfield 
The Plan of Salvation $1.50 
By B. B. Warfield 
Progress of Doctrine $1.75 
By Thomas Dehany Bernard 
Does God Answer Prayer $1.50 


By Louise Harrison McCraw 


Other Sermons $2.50 
By Gresham Machen 


By J. M. Spier 
The Lord From Heaven $1.50 
By Sir Robert Anderson 
The Doctrines of Grace $3.95 


By George S. Bishop 
The Infallibility of the Church $3.00 


By George D. Salmon 


Successful Church Publicity $1.00 
By Carl F. H. Henry 


Three Lectures on the Book 


of Revelation 
By William Hendriksen 


The Servant of Jehovah $2.95 


By David Baron 


By Basil Miller 


The Annual Subscription Price Is $2.50 Per Year 


Order From 
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Christianity and Existentialism $3.00 

Pilgrims Progress 
Twenty Missionary Stories 


